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In Jilly Cooper's latest, raciest novel, Rupert Campbell-Black takes centre stage in the cutthroat

world of flat racing. Rupert is consumed by one obsession: that Love Rat, his adored grey horse, be

proclaimed champion stallion. He longs to trounce Roberto's Revenge, the stallion owned by his

detested rival, Cosmo Rannaldini, which means abandoning his racing empire at Penscombe and

his darling wife, Taggie, and chasing winners in the richest races worldwide, from Dubai to Los

Angeles to Melbourne. Luckily the fort at home is held by Rupert's assistant, Gav, a genius with

horses, fancied by every stable lass but damaged by alcoholism and a vile wife. When Gala, a

grieving but ravishing Zimbabwean widow moves to Penscombe as carer for Rupert's wayward

father, it is not just Gav who is attracted to her: a returning Rupert finds himself dangerously

tempted. Gala adores horses, and when she switches to working in the yard, her carer's job is taken

by a devastatingly handsome South African man who claims to be gay but seems far keener on

caring for the angelic Taggie. And as increasingly sinister acts of sabotage strike at Penscombe, the

game of musical loose boxes gathers apace....
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I've read all of Jilly Cooper's books and loved them. However, this one fell really flat. The characters

were not likable I'm used to the wicked mixed with a bit of redeeming good in her books. But at one

point I was so disgusted with simmering Gala who we are supposed to like but is so butterfly

unlikable that I.almost threw my Kindle.



I love the characters and it was a joy to revisit characters from past behind books. Such a joy to

read - I gobbled this book in 2 days flat. So thoroughly enthralling.
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